The PIANO STUDIO of __________
Business Policy and Philosophy
A: Curriculum

A basic course of study will include various styles 
and eras of music, theory, technique, ear training, 
sight playing, and composition/improvisation skills.

B: Performance

Music is a performing art. In order to develop and 
maintain this art as a life-long treasure, it is 
necessary to play for and with others comfortably.
To this end, students are encouraged to participate
in group classes, studio recitals, music festivals, 
music exams and other performance opportunities 
that may arise. For a non-studio performing 

opportunity, please inform the teacher in advance 

to allow sufficient preparation time.

Students and their parents are encouraged to 
attend live performances of music such as the 
Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra, or other concert 
series. Concert and recital announcements are 
posted near the door, or emailed.
C: Evaluation

At least once, close to the end of the teaching 

year, the teacher will provide feedback to students 
and parents about student progress. 

Exams and festivals are an excellent means 
to receive an independent evaluation of progress. 
Exams may be taken for either classical or popular 
styles of music. 
D: Equipment

Students should be practicing on an upright or grand piano in good condition. Your piano should be regulated annually, and tuned about every six months. Tunings cost about $125- $150. Piano technicians can be found at www.ptg.org.

A good digital piano is acceptable up to grade 5 piano.
Electronic keyboards are not useful for the development of good piano technique: playing with good tone, loud and quiet, or using the pedals. 
A metronome ($25 & up) should be purchased by the end of the first year.

Music, recordings and supplies as required will cost $50 to $250 over the year.

A music case will protect music from wear.
E: Daily Practice*
Good practice habits result from the cooperation of students, parents and teacher. Playing the piano will become fun only when the student has gained competence by practicing daily.

Parents are responsible to help the student find a regular, daily time to practice with no interruptions or distractions. Please provide your student with encouraging comments, and encourage them to play for you, for friends, for family.
The teacher will make clear practice instructions and be available to answer questions should problems arise. 
Students may begin practice with a favorite piece for warm-up, play scales, etc., then pieces. Written work (theory) is counted as practice time. Pieces (or sections of pieces) should be played at least 3 to 5 times each day. For each repetition, pay attention to one or two elements: good fingering, correct notes, correct rhythm, dynamics, steady beat, legato or staccato, memory, character of the piece. Accuracy is more important than repetition!
Keep track of practicing (what and how long) on the practice record page. On average, each day’s practice time should equal the lesson length, not necessarily in one block of time. Students who regularly fail to practice sufficiently may be asked to find another teacher.
*daily means at least 5 days a week.
F: Parents and the lesson time
Parents of young students are advised to attend lessons with their young student and to sit in on practicing. Children always do better when parents are aware of what happens in the lesson time. 
Older students (8 years old, or past second year of lessons) should take responsibility for their learning by attending lessons without a parent. Parents are welcome in the waiting area outside the piano room.
G: Teaching Year, Lesson Length
The teaching year consists of 34 individual  lessons and up to 5 piano parties. The annual lesson fee includes 2 Piano Parties, and a Piano Party may count as replacing a student’s missed lesson. 

Lesson length recommended:

Pre-school beginners 30 minutes, 

Beginners to Grade IV 35-40 minutes, 

Grade II to VI 45-50 minutes, and 
Grade V to VIII 55-60 minutes. 

Students are expected to arrive about 5 minutes before lesson time. No extension of lesson time can be granted for lateness.

The teacher is not obliged to make up missed lessons unless she is responsible for the absence. 

Students should arrange a lesson time trade with another student for occasions when they cannot come at their own time. To that end, a list of other students and the weekly schedule will be provided. Also when students advise they will be absent, that information will be forwarded.
Lessons falling on statutory holidays may be rescheduled.

H: Tuition Fees

The annual tuition fee is to be paid by cheque according to one of the following plans:

Plan A: Two equal cheques, dated for         September 1 for February 1.

Plan B: Six equal cheques, dated for September 1, October 1, November 1, February 1, March 1, and April 1.

There is a resource fee of $​​__ per family: includes recital hall rent, music lending library, other supplies. Payment is with the September cheque.
Fees for additional lessons will be determined as the lessons are arranged.

Fees are not refunded for missed lessons or lessons discontinued before the end of the teaching year. Please arrange to trade lesson times with another student.

A fee adjustment will be made for lessons missed by the teacher and not made up.

There are separate fees for exams and festivals as set by examining boards and festival committees.

To hold your lesson time, the full fee (tuition/student plus resource/family) in post-dated cheques is requested at the time of registration.
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​​​​_______ ARCT B. Ed is a member of ARMTA Calgary since 1995
20_ _ – 20_ _ calendar of teaching days, festivals, exams, and other events
	August 

	September 

	October 

	November 

	December 
RCM theory exams



	January 
RCM piano exams


	February

	March 

	April 

RCM piano exams

CPA festival April-May
APTA festival April-May
	May 
RCM theory exams

	June 
 final recital

RCM piano exams
	
	August

RCM theory & piano exams
	
	


